
 

 

 

 

Minutes of the TEMPE VETERANS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, January 8, 6:00 p.m., at the Military & 
Veteran Success Center, 3320 South Price Road, Tempe, Arizona. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present:   
Troy Friedman, Chair 
Matthew Schmitt, Vice-Chair 
William Blair 
Jeremy Farr  

(MEMBERS) Absent:   
None 
 
 

Lauren Hyre (telephonically)  
Patricia Little-Upah  
Michelle Loposky (telephonically) 
David Lucier 
Abe McCann 
Jezreel Ramirez 
Laura Skotnicki 
 
City Staff Present:  
Octavia Harris, Human Services Deputy Director 
Parrish Spisz, Council Aide II+ 
Robin Arredondo-Savage, Councilmember 
Melissa Placencia, Administrative Assistant II+ 
 
Guests: 
Judge Gregg Maxon, East Valley Regional Veterans Court 
Teresa Vargas, East Valley Regional Veterans Court Coordinator 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Call to Order 
Chair Troy Friedman called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item 2 – Public Appearances 
None 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Chair’s Remarks 
 
Chair Troy Friedman thanked the Commission for appointing him as the Chair and looks forward to the goals of the 
Commission for 2019 and welcomes any feedback from Commission Members. 
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Agenda Item 4 – East Valley Regional Veterans Court Update (attachment) 
 
Judge Maxon and Teresa Vargas gave an overview of the East Valley Regional Veterans Court (EVRVC) process and 
provided participant data. The Commission is invited to attend an EVRVC docket. 
 
Agenda Item 5 – 2019 Commission Goals 
 
The Commission reviewed the 2019 goals as outlined in the 2018 Annual Report. Chair Troy Friedman would like to 
further define these goals and identify how the Commission will achieve these goals. 
 

• Quality of Life 
o Support City Council performance measure 3.21 “Engage Tempe employers to achieve a “Veteran-

Supportive” designation greater than or equal to the average of Valley cities as awarded by the 
Arizona Coalition for Military Families 

▪ Commission Member Abe McCann reported there are currently thirteen (13) employers 
with four (4) pending. 

▪ Councilmember Robin Arredondo-Savage requested a designation or custom logo 
specific to Tempe for employers to display. Abe will discuss with his directors and present 
to the Commission. 

▪ Abe is working with the Tempe Chamber of Commerce to sponsor a Veterans Supportive 
Training 

 
Commission Member Jeremy Farr would like to align a Veterans recognition day with the Commission goals. 
Councilmember Robin Arredondo-Savage noted there are opportunities to collaborate with Jim Groen who oversees 
the Tempe Veterans Day parade. 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Military & Veteran Success Center Update – Chair, Troy Friedman 
 

• Participating in the Tempe Point in Time Count 

• Volunteers needed for Stand Down event (January 23rd and 24th) 
o Troy will send the details to staff to distribute to the Commission 

• The director of the West Valley Military Veterans Success Center is leaving for a job in Senator Sinema’s 
office. Troy will be acting director over the West Valley Center until a replacement is found. 

 
Agenda Item 7 – Fisher House Letter of Support (attachment) 
 
Commission Member David Lucier drafted a letter of support and gave an overview of the Fisher House Foundation. 
David is seeking the support of Chair Troy Friedman and the Tempe Veterans Commission. 
 
MOTION: Commission Member Jeremy Farr moved to approve the Fisher House Letter of Support 
SECOND: Motion seconded by Commission Member Abe McCann 
AYES: Chair Troy Friedman, Vice-Chair Matthew Schmitt, Commission Member William Blair, Jeremy Farr, 
Lauren Hyre, Patricia Little-Upah, Michelle Loposky, David Lucier, Abe McCann, Jezreel Ramirez, Matthew 
Schmitt, and Laura Skotnicki 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Commission Member Updates/Announcements 
 
Commission Member Michelle Loposky: 

• Veterans Honor Stole Ceremony: May 4, 2019 at 2:00 pm  
 
  



 

 

Agenda Item 9 – Future Agenda Items – February 5, 2019 
 

• 2019 Commission Goals 

• Military & Veteran Success Center Update 

• Commission Member Updates 
 
Agenda Item 10 – Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 

Next meeting will be on February 5, 2019 

Minutes Prepared by: Melissa Placencia 
Reviewed by: Octavia Harris 
                             

__________________________________ 

Troy Friedman, Chair 
Tempe Veterans Commission 



 

 

EVRVC mission statement: The EVRVC assists all veterans, including those transitioning from 

military service, by not only addressing the pending charges filed against them in the east valley 

municipal courts, but also addressing life situations that may be contributing to the veterans' 

charges, such as medical conditions, unemployment, lack of education and homelessness. The 

expected outcomes are to reduce recidivism and to assist Arizona veterans in becoming better 

prepared to function successfully in the community. 

Many veterans have cases in multiple courts and the EVRVC centralizes dockets for multiple 

municipalities, utilizing limited resources more efficiently and effectively to serve a greater 

number of Arizona veterans. 

EVRVC services provided January 2018 through November 2018: 

• Served a total of 517 Arizona veterans. 

• 632 cases referred from participating courts. 

• 210 participants graduated from the program. 

• 24 successfully completed program requirements without graduating. 

• 208 referrals made to human service agencies for screenings and assessments. 

• 138 referrals made to the VA for treatment. 

• 1 participants referred to educational programs. 

Based upon actual dockets it is anticipated the EVRVC will serve a minimum of 624 veterans 

within its fourth year



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Sample/Draft Letter of Support for Fisher House – Valley of the Sun 

 

To: Fisher House Foundation 

From: Tempe Veterans Commission 

Subject: Community Support for a Fisher House in Phoenix 

 

The Tempe Veterans Commission is a duly constituted enterprise which advises the Tempe City Council 

on matters relative to Veterans in the areas of education & training, jobs & economic opportunities, and 

health & wellness. The Commission is organized by and with Veterans throughout the community with a 

broad range of veteran related expertise. 

In addition to sending the Foundation this letter of support, we will also urge our City Council to issue a 

proclamation in support of a Fisher House in Phoenix, Arizona. 

It is the intent of this Commission to express its support for a Fisher House in Phoenix, Arizona based 

upon the following: 

• Phoenix, the 5th largest city in the US, does not have a Fisher House. 

• Over 350,000 Veterans live within Maricopa County.  

• The PVAHCS is one of the largest VA medical centers in the US and growing. 

• Tempe Veterans are served by the PVAHCS. 

• Family involvement is necessary to the treatment and recovery of service members and veterans. 

• The Tempe Veterans Commission has determined that caring for those that have borne the burden 

of battle is a sacred, public responsibility and should be addressed by all necessary stakeholders. 

Yours in Service, 

 

Troy Friedman, Commission Chair 

Tempe Veterans Commission 

  



 

 

 

January 5, 2019 

The Phoenix Veterans Affairs Health Care System (PVAHCS) and a group of Arizona veterans have 

established a collaborative effort to begin the process of establishing a Fisher House in Phoenix. This is a 

long term project and an application to the Fisher House will not begin until at least the 4th Quarter of 

2020. Our first tasks include: a) having the Legislature pass a resolution of support for a Fisher House 

and, b) to have letters of support from multiple and varied community members. 

A draft resolution has already been submitted for legislative consideration. See Page 2. 

Our next step is to receive letters of support from the community and that is what we are asking now. 

Administratively, you can either send a hard copy via USPS or via email. Please submit on your 

organization’s letterhead and signed by an authorized signer. 

Mail to:  

David Lucier, President 

Arizona Veterans & Military Leadership Alliance 

569 S. Roosevelt St. 

Tempe, AZ 85281 

 

Or Email to: davidflucier@gmail.com 
 

The following points should be included in your letter or email: 

• Phoenix, the 5th largest city in the US, does not have a Fisher House  

• The PVAHCS is one of the largest VA medical centers in the US and growing 

• Family involvement is necessary to the treatment and recovery of service members and veterans. 

• Consistent with our mission (Organization) supports the construction and operation of a Fisher 

House in Phoenix. 

• And/or use some of the points outlined in the resolution 

 

Please visit the Fisher House website for further information: https://www.fisherhouse.org/ 

 

https://www.fisherhouse.org/


 

 

 

A Resolution is a declaration or expression of legislative opinion, will, intent or resolve in 

matters within the legislature's legal purview. Three types of resolutions are used in this state. 

Here are two forms which are of relevance to a Resolution for the Fisher House. 

• A simple resolution is processed only through the chamber in which it is introduced. It 

may express an opinion, appoint a committee, express regret on the death of a former 

legislator or other prominent person….A simple resolution is not signed by the governor. 

• A concurrent resolution is processed through both houses but is not signed by the 

governor. Like a simple resolution, it may provide for an expression of opinion, 

commemoration, congratulations or sentiment, only for both houses.  

A House Concurrent Resolution 

Whereas, the cost of the battle continues long after the last round is fired, and  

Whereas, Arizona veterans continue to bear the burden of the wars they fought and the wounds 

they carry, and  

Whereas, the sacred responsibility for caring for these valiant warriors falls to the veteran’s 

family, their community, and their leaders, and 

Whereas, there are no facilities in the Phoenix metro area which are free and available to service 

members, veterans and their families while a loved one is receiving medical care as a result of 

their service, and  

Whereas, the Fisher House Foundation builds comfort homes where service members, veterans 

and their families can stay free of charge, while a loved one is in the hospital, and 

Whereas, on further consideration, the Legislature has determined that caring for those that have 

borne the burden of battle is a sacred, public responsibility and should be addressed by all 

necessary stakeholders. 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona, the Senate concurring, 

that the construction and operation of a Fisher House near the Phoenix Veterans Affairs Health 

Care System should proceed forthwith. 


